LAS   CASES,   ANTOMMARCHI,   ETC.
published in the Moniteur fictitious despatches from his marshals.
We offer no judgment: we care to go no further: our object is not to follow up the track further than to demonstrate the unreliability of Las Cases. And we think we have said enough to show that these various fabrications lie like a bar sinister athwart the veracity of his massive volumes, and make it impossible to accept any of his statements, when he has any object'in making them.
This being so, it is not necessary to point out minor and less elaborate inaccuracies. Pasquier, for example, complains that Las Cases gives a wholly imaginary account of the interview which Pasquier had with Napoleon on becoming prefect of police. But the responsibility for this misstatement does not, probably, lie with Las Cases. He also signalizes two other misrepresentations of the same kind, but it is scarcely worth while to multiply instances.
We have, however, a further, though very minor, objection to this author, in that he is a book-maker of an aggravated description. No sort of padding comes amiss to him. Nevertheless, the book is not without interest, and even value; for there are many cases in which he has no interest to serve, and where he records at length habits and remarks of Napoleon which we find nowhere else, the genuineness of which must be decided by internal evidence or probability. Las Cases, too, is by far the most Boswellian of the biographers, the most minute, the most insensible to ridicule, and in that respect affords some amusement. Some, indeed, of his sublimer flights hover perilously near the other extreme; as, for example, when he feels an indescribable emotion on seeing Napoleon
23a momentary impression in his favor; just as he is said in the days of his power to have
